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Theme: “Be luminous witnesses of Faith”
ENCYLICAL LETTER REDEMPTORIS MISSIO AND VERITATIS SPLENDOR
LUMINOUS MYSTERIES

I. The Baptism of Our Lord

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. He came up
from the water and behold, the heavens were opened [for him], and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove [and] coming upon him. And a voice came from the heavens, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:13-17)
"Faith must always be presented as a gift of God to be lived out in community … and to be extended to
others through witness in word and deed. The evangelizing activity of the Christian community, first in its
own locality, and then elsewhere as part of the Church's universal mission, is the clearest sign of a
mature faith…The Lord is always calling us to come out of ourselves and to share with others the goods
we possess, starting with the most precious gift of all - our faith… Only by becoming missionary will the
Christian community be able to overcome its internal divisions and tensions, and rediscover its unity and
its strength of faith." (Redemptoris Missio, n. 49)
"At the origin of our life of faith there is an encounter, unique in kind, which discloses a mystery hidden
for long ages (cf. 1 Cor 2:7; Rom 16:25-26) but which is now revealed: “In his goodness and wisdom, God
chose to reveal himself and to make known to us the hidden purpose of his will (cf. Eph 1:9), by which,
through Christ, the Word made flesh, man has access to the Father in the Holy Spirit and comes to share
in the divine nature”.(5) This initiative is utterly gratuitous, moving from God to men and women in order
to bring them to salvation. As the source of love, God desires to make himself known; and the knowledge
which the human being has of God perfects all that the human mind can know of the meaning of life."
(Fides et Ratio, n. 7)
Mother of Faith, pray for us!

II. The Wedding at Cana

“There was a wedding in Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus and his
disciples were also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said
to him, ‘They have no wine.’ [And] Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern affect
me? My hour has not yet come, ‘His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.’”
(John 2:1-5)
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also invited to the wedding. When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no
wine.’ [And] Jesus said to her, “Woman, how does your concern affect me? My hour has not yet come,
‘His mother said to the servers, “Do whatever he tells you.’” (John 2:1-5)
"Faith is a decision involving one's whole existence. It is an encounter, a dialogue, a communion of love
and of life between the believer and Jesus Christ, the Way, and the Truth, and the Life (cf. Jn 14:6). It
entails an act of trusting abandonment to Christ, which enables us to live as he lived (cf. Gal 2:20), in
profound love of God and of our brothers and sisters…. "You are the light of the world", said Jesus; "a city
set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father who is in heaven" (Mt 5:14-16). These works are above all those of charity (cf. Mt
25:31-46) and of the authentic freedom which is manifested and lived in the gift of self, even to the total
gift of self, like that of Jesus, who on the Cross." (Veritatis Splendor, n. 88, 89)
"Faith and reason are like two wings on which the human spirit rises to the contemplation of truth; and
God has placed in the human heart a desire to know the truth—in a word, to know himself—so that, by
knowing and loving God, men and women may also come to the fullness of truth about themselves...
Driven by the desire to discover the ultimate truth of existence, human beings seek to acquire those
universal elements of knowledge which enable them to understand themselves better and to advance in
their own self-realization." (Fides et Ratio, Introduction, n. 4)
Mother of Faith, pray for us!

III. The Proclamation of the Kingdom

“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God: ‘This is
the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.’”
(Mark 1:14-15)
"Proclaiming Christ and bearing witness to him, when done in a way that respects consciences, does not
violate freedom. Faith demands a free adherence on the part of man, but at the same time faith must
also be offered to him, because the "multitudes have the right to know the riches of the mystery of
Christ-riches in which we believe that the whole of humanity can find, in unsuspected fullness, everything
that it is gropingly searching for concerning God, man and his destiny, life and death, and truth.... This is
why the Church keeps her missionary spirit alive, and even wishes to intensify it in the moment of history
in which we are living." (Redemptoris Missio, n. 8)
"It is not just that freedom is part of the act of faith: it is absolutely required. Indeed, it is faith that
allows individuals to give consummate expression to their own freedom. Put differently, freedom is not
realized in decisions made against God. For how could it be an exercise of true freedom to refuse to be
open to the very reality which enables our self-realization? Men and women can accomplish no more
important act in their lives than the act of faith; it is here that freedom reaches the certainty of truth and
chooses to live in that truth." (Fides et Ratio, n. 13)
Mother of Faith, pray for us!
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IV. The Transfiguration of Our Lord

“Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them; his face shone like the sun and his clothes
became white as light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, conversing with
them. A bright cloud cast a shadow over them, and from the cloud came a voice that said,
‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.’” (Matthew 17:1-5)
"It is urgent to rediscover and to set forth once more the authentic reality of the Christian faith, which is
not simply a set of propositions to be accepted with intellectual assent. Rather, faith is a lived knowledge
of Christ, a living remembrance of his commandments, and a truth to be lived out…[Faith] gives rise to
and calls for a consistent life commitment; it entails and brings to perfection the acceptance and
observance of God's commandments. As Saint John writes, "God is light and in him is no darkness at all.
If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the
truth... And by this we may be sure that we know him, if we keep his commandments." (Vertitatis
Splendor, n. 88, 89)
"Faith is said first to be an obedient response to God. This implies that God be acknowledged in his
divinity, transcendence and supreme freedom. By the authority of his absolute transcendence, God who
makes himself known is also the source of the credibility of what he reveals. By faith, men and women
give their assent to this divine testimony. This means that they acknowledge fully and integrally the truth
of what is revealed because it is God himself who is the guarantor of that truth." (Fides et Ratio, n. 13)
Mother of Faith, pray for us!

V. The Institution of the Eucharist

“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his
disciples said, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it
to them, saying ‘Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which will be
shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins.’” (Matthew 26:26-28)
"The Apostles ask Jesus: "Increase our faith" (Lk 17:5). This must be our constant prayer. Faith is always
demanding, because faith leads us beyond ourselves. It leads us directly to God. Faith also imparts a
vision of life's purpose and stimulates us to action. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not a private opinion, a
remote spiritual ideal, or a mere program for personal growth. The Gospel is the power which can
transform the world! The Gospel is no abstraction: it is the living person of Jesus Christ, the Word of God,
the reflection of the Father's glory (cf. Heb 1:2), the Incarnate Son who reveals the deepest meaning of
our humanity and the noble destiny to which the whole human family is called (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22).
Christ has commanded us to let the light of the Gospel shine forth in our service to society. How can we
profess faith in God's word, and then refuse to let it inspire and direct our thinking, our activity, our
decisions, and our responsibilities towards one another?
(Homily, October 8, 1995)
"There exists a knowledge which is peculiar to faith, surpassing the knowledge proper to human reason,
which nevertheless by its nature can discover the Creator. This knowledge expresses a truth based upon
the very fact of God who reveals himself, a truth which is most certain, since God neither deceives nor
wishes to deceive... faith, enlightened and guided by the Spirit, recognizes in the message of salvation
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the “fullness of grace and truth” (cf. Jn 1:14) which God has willed to reveal in history and definitively
through his Son, Jesus Christ…History therefore becomes the arena where we see what God does for
humanity. God comes to us in the things we know best and can verify most easily, the things of our
everyday life, apart from which we cannot understand ourselves." (Fides et Ratio, n. 8, 9, 12)
Mother of Faith, pray for us!
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